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M E M O  
February 28, 2015 
 
 
TO Participants in the Rising Waters Confab 
 at the Rauschenberg Residency on Captiva Island 
 
FROM Residency Collaborators 
 Buster Simpson, Laura Sindell, and Anne Focke 
 
 
Following this note is some additional information we thought might be useful to you 
before the Rising Waters Confab begins. 
 
• A list of everyone who will be staying with us at some point during the residency 
 
• A calendar indicating the dates each of you will be there 
 
• Our current thinking about the flow of a typical residency day and week 
 
 
Other materials and a request 
 
In late March we plan to send you a variety of materials to provoke and inform Rising 
Waters' work and conversation – articles, research, facts about the region, links to art 
projects and publications both yours and others, information about relevant climate 
action, and so on. We know a lot of material exists; we'll be selective.  
 
Contributions from you would make these materials even more relevant to the 
Confab's work. So, if you have a chance, we'd appreciate getting anything you can 
add to these materials: documents, links, or suggestions for things we might find and 
include.  
 
If you send materials to us by March 16, we'll include them in our March mailing. 
 
Please feel free to contact any of us if you have questions.  
 
We're excited you can join us! 
 
  



Rising Waters Confab, participants in residence 
Rauschenberg Residency, April 27-May 29, 2015 
 
 
Buster Simpson (RWC curator), artist 
  
Laura Sindell (RWC curator), artist 
  
Anne Focke (RWC collaborating partner), writer/creator of enterprises & projects 
  
Eileen Berry, poet, collaborator with Leonard Berry 
  
Leonard Berry, PhD, climate expert 
  
David Buckland, artist/filmmaker/director, Cape Farewell project 
  
Mel Chin, conceptual/visual artist 
  
Xavier Cortada, site-specific artist 
  
Orion Cruz, environmental lawyer, activist 
 
Gretel Ehrlich, writer 
  
John Englander, oceanographer/sea level rise expert 
  
Walter J. Hood, artist/designer/educator 
 
Lewis Hyde, poet/essayist/cultural critic 
  
Natalie Jeremijenko, PhD, artist/engineer 
  
Edward Morris, artist, co-founder/director, the Canary Project 
  
Helen Nagge, freelance editor, collaborator with Mel Chin 
  
Jeremy Pickard, playwright/performer 
  
Andrea Polli, PhD, environmental artist/writer 
  
Susannah Sayler, environmental artist/co-founder, the Canary Project 
  
Tom Van Lent, PhD, scientist/engineer/director of Science & Policy,  
Everglades Foundation 
  
Glenn Weiss, public art consultant 
  
June Wilson, co-director/board member, Quixote Foundation 
 

as of February 28, 2015  



Rising Waters Confab, participants calendar 
Rauschenberg Residency, April 27-May 29, 2015 
 
 
 
April 27 – May 2 Buster Simpson, Laura Sindell, Anne Focke, Xavier Cortada, 

Gretel Ehrlich, John Englander, Lewis Hyde, Ed Morris, 
Jeremy Pickard 
 

May 3 – 9 Buster Simpson, Laura Sindell, Anne Focke, Xavier Cortada, 
Gretel Ehrlich, Lewis Hyde, Ed Morris, Jeremy Pickard, 
Eileen Berry, Leonard Berry, Andrea Polli, June Wilson 
 

May 10 – 16 Buster Simpson, Laura Sindell, Anne Focke, Xavier Cortada, 
Gretel Ehrlich, Lewis Hyde, Ed Morris (1/2 week), Jeremy 
Pickard, Andrea Polli, Natalie Jeremijenko (1/2 week), 
Susannah Sayler (1/2 week), Glenn Weiss  
 

May 17 – 23 Buster Simpson, Laura Sindell, Anne Focke, Gretel Ehrlich, 
Jeremy Pickard, Andrea Polli, Natalie Jeremijenko, Susannah 
Sayler, Mel Chin, Walter Hood, Helen Nagge, Tom Van Lent 
 

May 24 – 29 Buster Simpson, Laura Sindell, Anne Focke, Gretel Ehrlich, 
Jeremy Pickard, Andrea Polli, Natalie Jeremijenko, Susannah 
Sayler, Mel Chin, Helen Nagge, David Buckland, Orion Cruz 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

as of February 28, 2015  



A day and a week at Rising Waters Confab on Captiva Island 
Rauschenberg Residency, April 27-May 29, 2015 
 
 
Overall premise 
 
The residency will be organized to offer opportunities for exchanging ideas and learning 
together as well as for individual work, field research, and reflection. We expect that the 
chance to think and talk together, across fields and disciplines, will lead to two-way 
learning and possibly to the creation of collective work and hands-on collaborative 
projects. While the underlying focus is on rising waters and climate change, the 
structure and expectations of the Confab are flexible and open-ended. We're suggesting 
a framework for a day and a week, but we haven't planned specific outcomes in advance 
and we anticipate schedule adjustments, impromptu sessions, and unexpected turns in 
what happens. Open group dynamics will be the name of the game. 
 
A day 
 
The day will start at your own initiated breakfast time and with a morning free for your 
own pursuits. Our first gathering together will be a mid-day confab for lunch and 
conversation about what's on our minds and on the program later that day. The middle 
of the afternoon is again open-ended for personal or other activities of your choosing. 
We'll all get together in the late afternoon at happy hour time for visitor and resident 
presentations, roundtable discussions, and focused conversation. We are hoping that 
each of us will want to offer a half-hour presentation of your choosing. Dinner will be 
followed by spontaneous activity led by participants – readings, showings, plans, and 
schemes for the next day or week or post-residency. 
 
A week 
 
Between us all, travel schedules vary a lot as does the length of everyone's stay.  Most 
will be in residence for a week or two, a few will attend for the duration. Generally, 
arrivals and departures will happen at the beginning or end of the week, so mid-week is 
when we can settle into something like a routine. 
 
In our conversations, several themes will carry through from week to week to provide 
some continuity throughout the entire time of the residency. On one afternoon each 
week, we're planning a "field and water trip" to get to know the region more closely. 
We'll adventure out on Captiva and Sanibel islands and by boat to nearby places.  
 
Throughout the week, an array of equipment and facilities are available for individual 
and group use.  (You'll receive more information about this soon.) 
 
 
  


